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Helplessness behavior transformation by the Liberation 
from the legitimacy of the field; A case study of Multi-Grade activities
Tomoaki SHINOBU*
ABSTRACT
* Graduate School of Educational Informatics / Research Division, Tohoku University
In this study, we examine the effectiveness of Multi-grade activities for helplessness of junior high school students. 
First, I examined ways to transform helplessness behavior from the perspective of marginality, and pointed out that " 
liberation from the legitimacy of the field " is effective. As a practice, I held a proof activity during class for 2nd and 3rd 
grade junior high school students. And I focused on the activities of the extracted student and showed the results. Then, 
I analyzed from the transformation of the relationship and the legitimacy of the field. As a result, （1） the extracted 
student expressed behaviors different from normal lessons, such as “Working on math problems” "attitudes related to 
others" and "attitudes to explain in an easy-to-understand manner." （2） Collaboration with others with different grades 
and learning contents created relationships different from regular lessons. At the same time, the legitimacy of the 
field and student's position had changed, resulting in the student's full participation. Therefore, it was clarified that the 
behavior had changed.
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